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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3- 
August-2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hattori (U.S. 6,094,674) and Scholl et al (U.S. 5,742,762). 

4. As per claims 1, 15 & 24 Hattori disclosed a method for establishing a 
confederacy including the steps of: coupling a plurality of devices via a network, at least 
one of said devices having a resource (col. 3, lines 36-64); announcing confederacy 
members by sending a message to a confederacy multicast address wherein the 
devices permanently listen for other announcements on the confederacy multicast 
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address and establish a confederacy if there are no other confederacy members (col. 5, 
lines 5-31) and wherein if a confederacy has already been established all other 
members send unicast replies to a new device for establishing communication between 
the new device and existing confederacy members (col. 6, lines 1-23), wherein the 
reciprocal monitoring relationships includes acknowledging an object addition, deletion, 
or change that has been received by a monitored device (coL3, lines 19-35). However 
Hattori did not explicitly disclose remotely managing, by an administrator, the plurality of 
devices connected to the network without requiring individual physical access of each 
device to browse the web content therein. The said resource being embedded web 
content and automatically effecting communication with respect to said resource 
between said device having said resource and at least one other of said devices 
coupled via said network wherein with each established member, the new device 
queries the members for existing web content names and their associated Uniform 
Resource Locators (URLs) for establishing reciprocal monitoring relationships with the 
member so that each can monitor changes in the web content of the other members. 
In the same field of endeavor Scholl disclosed remotely managing, by an administrator, 
the plurality of devices connected to the network without requiring individual physical 
access of each device to browse the web content therein (col. 3, lines 42-64). The said 
resource being embedded web content and automatically effecting communication with 
respect to said resource between said device having said resource and at least one 
other of said devices coupled via said network wherein with each established member 
(col. 5, lines 34-67 & col. 6, lines 1-3), the new device queries the members for existing 
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web content names and their associated Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) for 
establishing reciprocal monitoring relationships with the member so that each can 
monitor changes in the web content of the other members (col. 5, lines 34-67, col.6, 
lines 38-67 & col. 9, lines 1-20), and automatically allowing at least one new member to 
join the confederacy if the new member indicates the it has embedded content or other 
resources of interest to existing members of the confederacy (col. 10, lines 1-25). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time this 
invention was made to have incorporated monitoring of web content among members 
as taught by Scholl to be available to the networked devices having a central access 
managing device as taught by Hattori in order to give administrators more control & 
users more versatility, added features and as a result enrich their network browsing 
experience. 

5. As per claims 2 & 16 disclosed the invention of Claim 1 wherein said network is 
an intranet (Hattori, col. 19, lines 38-42). 

6. As per claims 4, 5, 6, 7 & 17 Hattori-Scholl disclosed means for automatically 
effecting communication being an agent residing on at least one of said devices (col. 2, 
lines 59-61); wherein said agent resides on said device having said resource; further 
including an agent running on each device on said network; wherein each agent running 
on each of said devices on said network is implemented in software (Hattori, col.6, lines 
1-6 & col. 10/lines 4-16). 
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7. As per claims 8, 9 & 18 Hattori-Scholl disclosed the invention of Claim 7 wherein 
said agents include code for establishing and joining the said confederacy (Hattori, 
col. 13, lines 5-10 & col.14, lines 50-59). 

8. As per claims 1 1 & 20 Hattori-Scholl disclosed the invention of Claim 8 wherein 
at least one device includes memory for caching an object value from a device in said 
confederacy (Hattori, col. 12, 36-45). 

9. As per claims 12 & 21 Hattori-Scholl disclosed the invention of Claim 8 wherein 
at least one of said agents includes code for allowing each member to act as a portal 
(Hattori, col. 13, lines 22-31). 

10. As per claims 13 & 22 Hattori-Scholl disclosed the invention of Claim 8 wherein 
said agents include code for monitoring changes at said other devices in said 
confederacy (Hattori, col. 6, lines 1-14). 

11. As per claims 14 & 23 Hattori-Scholl disclosed the invention of Claim 8 wherein 
said agent includes code for verifying that a member device is active and in the 
confederacy (Hattori, col. 6, lines 15-22). 
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Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 05/23/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

13. The applicant argued that neither Hattori nor Scholl discloses the newly amended 
limitations. 

14. As to applicants arguments please examiner rejection citing Hattori-Scholl for the 
newly amended limitation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asghar Bilgrami whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3907. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3924. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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